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Nilko Andreas Guarín, a recipient of the Colombia Exterior Award 2006, given to Colombians who have distinguished themselves outside of their native country, graduated Magna Cum Llaude in 2007 from the Manhattan School of Music. He began playing cello at age 7 at the National Conservatory of Colombia, eventually finding his true love in the classical guitar.  He also studied Colombian Music at the Bogotá Academy of Arts while complementing the guitar under the tutelage of Gentil Montaña. In 2000, he was awarded a merit scholarship at the Manhattan School of Music in New York City, were he studied classical guitar with David Leisner, composition with Dr. J. Mark Stambaugh, as well as orchestral conducting with Paul Brantley. As soloist and chamber musician, he has performed numerous recitals in the US and Colombia, receiving various accolades and appearing at renowned venues such as Merkin Hall,  Symphony Space, Columbia University, Princeton University , Long Island Guitar Festival, The United Nations, New Victory Theater on Broadway, Steinway Hall, The Apollo Theatre, and on various television shows. Recently, he performed at The Smithsonian Museum in Washington, D.C. as a special guest of the Colombian Ambassador Andrés Pastrana Most recently Nilko Andreas was invited to perform alongside master pianist Harold Martina, at the Museum of Fine Arts in Houston.  He is a soloist with Horizon Concerts and has given conferences on classical guitar and chamber music at NYU's Skirball Center and has taught in various after-school programs in New York City. As a composer, Nilko Andreas has written music for independent films, theatre and solo artists. His score for silent film “Pancho Villa’s Revenge” was celebrated at the world-renowned Flaherty Film Seminar. In 2005, his collaboration with award-winning theatre group Artificio, in Federico García Lorca’s “The Butterfly’s Evil Spell”, won him several honors and rave reviews.  In 2005, he premiered the recently-discovered piece by Colombian master Guillermo Uribe Holguin in New York City’, sponsored by the Colombian Consulate. He is currently pursuing a master’s degree at the Manhattan School of Music in New York under David Leisner. After winning at the “Artist International” competition in New York, Nilko Andreas will have his Carnegie Hall solo debut in April 2009.  For more please visit:  www.nilkoandreas.com.
